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illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . . . the yearly period is exactly a year. Meanwhile, later on, a correction of-j-4 days for
the length of the period is assumed beside such a one of 8 days for the mean epoch and, as Chandler thinks it
proved that the length of the period is variable, he accounts for the correction by a quadratic term added to
the formula of the epochs which thus becomes: T 2412640-f. 127i. 0--Od. 08 JE3 (3) where the initial epoch is
placed 24 periods later than that of the preceding formula. Tested by the older observations this formula
proved to satisfy fairly those since 1835, but not at all those of Pond, which leave for the epoch a deviation of
166 days. Although formerly Chandler set great store by Ponds observations, it yet seems that he desires to have
the elements of formula (3) regarded as, , the revised elements he wished to determine. It is true that a doubt
about this conclusion arises by reading in the rconclusions which, in another part of the paper (p. 107), are
derived from substantially all the competent testimony available (b), , that the mean period since 1825 is 428
days within a small fraction of a day, whilst formula (3) gives us for this quantity 431A6, and (d) that the
hypothesis of a change in the period uniform with the time is incompatible with the observations before 1860,
whilst in conclusion (e) a change per saltum between 1830 and 1860 is...
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