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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1867 Excerpt: . . . How long The short life that fools reckon So sweet, by how much is it higher Than
brute life the false gods still beckon, And man, through the dust and the mire, Toils onward, as toils the dull
bullock, Unreasoning, brutish, and blind, With Ashtaroth, Mammon, and Moloch In front, and Alecto behind. The
wise one of earth, the Chahltean Serves folly in wisdoms disguise; And the sensual Epicurean Though grosser, is
hardly less wise, Twixt the former, half-pedant, half-pagan, An, d the latter, half sow and half sloth, We halt,
choose Astarte or Dagon, Or sacrifice freely to both. With our reason that seeks to disparage Brute instinct it
fails to subdue; With our false illegitimate courage, Our sophistry, vain and untrue; Our hopes, that ascend so
and fall so, Our passions, fierce hates and hot loves, We are wise (ay, the snake is wise also)--Wise as serpents,
not harmless as doves. Some flashes, like faint sparks from heaven, Come rarely with rushing of wings; We are
conscious at times, we have striven, Though seldom, to grasp better things; These pass, leaving hearts that have
falterd, Good angels with faces estranged, And the skin of the Ethiop unalterd And the spots of the leopard
unchanged. Oh earth! pleasant earth! have we hankerd To gather thy flowers and thy fruits, The roses are
witherd, and cankerd The lilies, and barren the roots Of the fig-tree, the vine, the wild olive, Sharp thorns and
sad thistles...
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