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ALCIBIADES AND ATHENS: A STUDY IN LITERARY PRESENTATION
(HARDBACK)

Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 1999. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 218 x 140 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It is not the aim of this book to add to the extensive
literature on Alcibiades life and career. Instead the author focuses on the explosive mix of fear and fascination
excited by Alcibiades in his contemporaries and in particular in key literary texts: Thucydides, the mysterious
pseudo-Andocides 4, the encomium of Isocrates 16, the final scene of Plato s Symposium. The book is about the
acute tension between the classical city and the individual of superlative power, status, and ambition. It looks at
the way Alcibiades is approximated to archetypes of the individual outside the city: the tyrant, the athletic
victor, the ostracism victim, the scapegoat, the barbarian. Whereas modern discussions of ancient Athens and
Athenian civic texts stress collective ideology, this study focuses on the opposing strand in tension with this
dominant ideology: the fascination with the powerful individual. The book is thus at once a contribution to the
study of civic ideology, and also to that of the individual and of the role of the individual in classical texts -
rhetoric, the historiography of Thucydides, the Platonic dialogue. The book also considers the development of
the post-classical depiction of Alcibiades, concluding with a study of Plutarch s reaction both to this tradition
and to the classical texts.
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