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illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: . . . per annum was voted for the maintenance of the minister; this sum was also to be
procured by rates which are to be levied on lands and estates. 6 On March 2, the parsonage, with the
accomodations belonging to it, was given to Mr. Walker and his heirs. It was not an absolute gift. If the minister
left the town without a just cause, the house and land was to revert to the town upon paying for such labor, as
he had expended upon it, but if the town was the cause of his departure, then he was to be paid for what the
house was worth. In the case of his death, the town reserved to itself the right of pre-emption, if his wife should
decide to sell. 1 These liberal conditions were no doubt intended to make more certain this ministers
continuance among them. The town now felt the need of a separate meeting house, which was built the same
year. It was again agreed at the town-meeting that all the inhabitants of the town should pay toward the
maintenance of a minister according to what they possess. There may have been some growth of dissent with a
consequent refusal on the part of the dissenters to submit to the church rates imposed by the town. Such a
movement was favored by the disturbed condition of the Island on the encroachments of English authority. 1
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