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Three days before the festival of the heathen, it is forbidden to have any business with them. In the future the
Lord will take the Holy Scroll in hand, saying, He who was occupied with it shall appear and receive his reward.
The kingdom of Rome will then enter first, etc. After Rome has departed, Persia enters, etc. We have
constructed many bridges, conquered many great cities, we were engaged in many wars, all for the sake of
Israel to enable them to study the law, etc. Have we then accepted the Torah, and not fulfilled its
commandments? A Gentile who is occupied with the study of the law is likened to a High-priest, etc. Lord of the
Universe, has then Israel, who has accepted the Torah, observed it? Men of ye nations may come and testify
that Israel has observed the Torah. Nimrod may testify, etc. There are twelve hours in a day, three hours of
which the Lord is occupied with the Torah, etc. There is no smiling by the Lord, since the temple was destroyed.
But in the fourth three hours He teaches, etc. There is no Gehenna in the future. But the Lord will take out the
sun from its sheath, etc. If not for the fear for government the stronger would swallow the weaker, etc.
Concerning the explanation of (Amos, iii. 2) said R. Abuhuh, I will do it in the form of a parable. There was once
a creditor of two persons, one a friend and the...
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