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Kent State University Press, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. Seven Boxes for the Country A:er is a book about a way-making and way-finding. It
is a journey, both internal and external, across a map, over borders, through a life, and in a body. It is passage
and pilgrimage, odyssey and exile. Above all it is a book of questions. What do we carry with us and what do we
leave behind? Where do we keep the past and what do we keep it in? How do we measure a person, a country, a
love, a loss? What do we remember? What can t we forget? What do we declare and what do we declare it with:
our words and mouths? our bodies and hands? in blue ink or black? If as Eudora Welty wrote, The memory is a
living thing-it too is in transit, then McAdams is an honest and faithful courier. The poems serve as storage
boxes into which a memory is placed, then wrapped and bound. In poem a:er poem McAdams guides us to our
most intimate spaces, the candy tin nestled between the handkerchiefs in a dresser s top drawer, the cigar box
packed in the trunk and stored in the attic, and she allows us to open and sit with our deepest selves. -Catherine
Wing In an ideal world, all books would marry the lyricism of poetry with the narrativity of prose. They would
pose questions and provide answers. They would be both accessible and elusive. They would evoke a sense of
place yet remain profoundly universal. They would elicit wonder and concepts we have known our whole lives.
We know we don t live in such a world because Janet McAdams s gorgeous...
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